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 Mystery of Indus civilization and its script 

General 

 With an estimated area of one million square kilometers, twice as large as the combined 

expanse of the contemporary civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt,  Indus Valley Civilization 

had its first encounter with modern age when. ruins of Harappa were visited by Charles Masson 

in 1826. He published his Narrative of Various Journeys in Balochistan, Afghanistan, and the 

Punjab in 1842,” where the locals talked of an ancient city extending "thirteen cosses" (about 25 

miles) called Brahminabad.” 

East India Railway  company engineers  constructing  the railway line between Lahore and 

Karachi found the fire baked bricks of Mohan Jo Daro and Harappa mounds  extremely useful 

as ballast  for the rail track  and used up the same for the 175 kms of railway which was laid. 

with man made stone  substitute. 

. Regular excavations started in 1921–22 resulting in the discovery of the civilization at Harappa 

and Mohen jo -daro .Since then,  over fifteen hundred settlements have so far been located of 

which more than hundred sites  have been excavated .These  Include major urban centers of 

Harappa, Mohen Jo-Daro, Lothal, Dholavira, Ganeriwala,  kalibangan, Rakhigarhi. Mehargarh 

and others  and the number is continuously growing.  

Indus Valley  civilization, also known as Saraswati-Hakra-civilization, is the most well archived 

ancient civilization. Archeologists have continuously expanded the horizon of knowledge about 

variegated facets of this culture through its inception, growth, maturity, decline and final merger 

in the main stream of contemporary history retaining, its basic characteristics throughout. 

Ancient history experts,, linguists with proven expertise in decipherment of ancient scripts and 

other specialists from diverse fields, equipped with sophisticated analytical tools ,find that no 

significant headway has so far been made to make this dumb civilization utter a single sensible 

word acceptable to well established norms of validation. of the decipherment of an unknown 

script. 

This paper summarizes. attempts so far made to unravel the mystery of Indus script and the   

skill, ingenuity, zeal and effort with which the subject has been dealt with. The world has eagerly 

awaited  the fortuitous appearance of a multi lingual text of sufficient length to authenticate 

correct decipherment of the Indus Script. With passage of time chances of discovery of a 

Rosetta Stone of Indus civilization are becoming remote. 

 Like all problem solving exercises there has to be a way out of this impasse A systematic 

approach alone can wake this extraordinary civilization up from its hundred years of solitude 

continuing  from its first discovery in 1926. 

During this period, archeologists have been continuously expanding the area of this 

extraordinary civilization both in terms of its geographical boundary as well as  its time line 
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,going almost to its very roots confirming essential unity of its basic structure throughout its 

existence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major sites of Indus Civilization 

Mehargarh  

Excavations at Mehargarh completely transformed the perception of the various  stages of Indus 

valley civilization. and its  evolutionary pattern .Mehargarh  contains all the elements of Indus 

civilization from its birth, expansion growth, maturity and final dissolution within a single rural 

helmet.  

Its most unique contribution is the two way extension of the time line of Indus civilization from 

7000 BC(previously 6500BC) to 300 BC against 600 BC earlier)One of the most important 

Neolithic (7000 BC to.  2500 BC) sites of Indus Civilization in archaeology,it   lies on the Kacchi 

Plain of Balochistan, Pakistan. It is one of the earliest sites with evidence of farming and herding 

in South Asia The earliest settlement at Mehrgarh, was a small farming village that has been 

dated between 7000 BCE to 5500 BCE. Archaeological material has been found in six mounds, 

and about 32,000 artifacts have been collected. Early Mehrgarh residents lived in mud brick 

houses, stored their grain in granaries, fashioned tools with local copper ore, and lined their 

large basket containers with bitumen. They cultivated six-row barley, einkorn and emmer wheat, 

jujubes and dates, and herded sheep, goats and cattle. During the later period (5500 BCE to 

2600 BCE)  they developed skills and mastered crafts, including flint knapping, tanning, bead 

production, and metal working. The site was occupied continuously until about 2600 BCE.  
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Mehrgarh is currently seen as a precursor to the Indus Valley Civilization. Situated at the Bolan 

peak pass, one of the main routes connecting southern Afghanistan, eastern Iran, the 

Balochistan hills and the Indus River valley. this area of rolling hills is located on the western 

edge of the Indus valley, where, around 2500 BCE, a large urban civilization emerged at the 

same time as those of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Egypt Mehargarh period 1 was Neolithic 

and a -ceramic .In 2001, archaeologists studying the remains of two men from Mehrgarh made 

the discovery that the people of the Indus Valley Civilization, from the early Harappan periods, 

had knowledge of proto-dentistry.  

Mehrgarh Period II 5500 BCE–4800 BCE and Merhgarh Period III 4800 BCE–3500 BCE were 

ceramic Neolithic (i.e., pottery was now in use) and later chalco lithic. period Much evidence of 

manufacturing activity has been found and more advanced techniques were used. Glazed 

faience beads were produced and terracotta figurines became more detailed. Figurines of 

females were decorated with paint and had diverse hairstyles and ornaments. Technologies 

included stone and copper drills, updraft kilns, large pit kilns and copper melting crucibles. 

There is further evidence of long-distance trade in period II:  

Somewhere between 2600 BCE and 2000 BCE, the city seems to have been largely abandoned 

in favor of the nearby settlement of Nausharo where the Indus Valley Civilization was in its 

middle stages of development. The chalco lithic people of Mehrgarh had contacts with 

contemporaneous cultures in northern Afghanistan, northeastern Iran and southern central Asia.  

 

Mohen jo daro 

Mohen jo daro, the best known Indus site. is in Sindh, Pakistan.,.  This is where the most 

unicorn seals have been found. Due to a rising water table, part of the site remains 

unexcavated, and its earliest levels have not been reached. Mohen jo daro is the most ancient 

and best-preserved urban ruin on the Indian subcontinent, dating back to the beginning of the 

3rd millennium BC, and had considerable influence on the subsequent development of 

urbanization on the Indian peninsula. 

The archaeological site is located on the right bank of the Indus River, 400 km from Karachi. 

This centre of the Indus Civilization, is one of the largest in the Old World, and the 5,000-year-

old city is the earliest manifestation of urbanization in South Asia. Its urban planning surpasses 

that of many other sites of the human civilizations that were to follow. 

Of massive proportions, Mohen jo daro comprises two sectors: a Stupa Mound that rises in the 

western sector and, to the east, the lower city ruins spread out along the banks of the Indus. 

The acropolis, set on high embankments, the ramparts, and the lower town, which is laid out 

according to strict rules, provide evidence of an early system of town planning. 

The Stupa Mound, built on a massive platform of mud brick, is composed of the ruins of several 

major structures - Great Bath, Great Granary, Public Square and Pillared Hall - as well as a 
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number of private homes. The extensive lower city is a complex of private and public houses, 

wells, shops and commercial buildings. These buildings are laid out along streets intersecting 

each other at right angles, in a highly orderly form of city planning which incorporated excellent  

systems of sanitation and drainage. 

Of this vast urban ruin of Mohen jo daro, only about one-third has been revealed by excavation 

since 1922. 

Harappa 

Located in Punjab Province, Pakistan, on an old bed of the River Ravi was an  important urban 

center of  Indus civilization An abundance of terracotta figurines at Harappa provided the first 

clues in the 19th century to the ancient Indus – or Harappan – civilization The latest research 

has revealed at least five mounds at Harappa that had been surrounded by extensive walls. 

Two mounds have large walls around them, perhaps as much for trade regulation as defense. A 

structure once considered a granary is now thought to have been a large building with ventilated 

air ducts. A set of working platforms to the south of this structure are also of great interest to 

archaeologists. 

Dholavira  

Dholavira is located on an island in the Great Rann of Kutch in Gujarat State, India. As large as 

Harappa and Mohen jo Daro, it has some of the best preserved stone architecture. A signboard 

with Indus scripts has also been discovered .at  Dholavira . The city appeared  to have had 

several large reservoirs, and an elaborate system of drains to collect water from the city walls 

and house tops to fill these water tanks. This could be one of the oldest water harvesting 

projects in the world. 

TheSign board with Ten Indus glyphs discovered near the northern gate of Dholavira

 is often called the Dholavira Signboard. The 

Harappans had arranged and set pieces of gypsum to form ten large symbols or letters on a big 

wooden board The wood decayed and the board fell but the arrangement of the letters survived. 

The letters of the signboard are of the size of large bricks that were used in nearby walls. Each 

sign is about 37 cm (15 in) high and the board on which letters were inscribed was about 3 m 

(9.8 ft) long. The inscription is one of the longest in the Indus script, with one symbol appearing 

four times, and its large size and public nature of display make it a key piece of evidence cited 

by scholars arguing that the Indus script represents full literacy. A four sign inscription with big 

size letters on a sand stone is also found at this site, considered first of such inscription on sand 

stone at any of Harappan sites  

Lothal 

Lothal is the most extensively researched Harappan coastal site located the Gulf of 

Khambat in Gujarat, India, near the Sabarmati River and the Arabian Sea. .A bead 
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factory and Persian Gulf seal have been found here suggesting that like many  

other sites on the Gulf of Khambat, it was deeply involved into trading.  

Rakhigarhi 

Rakhigarhi is a recently discovered site in Haryana, India. Since 1997 the Archaeological 

Survey of India has undertaken a detailed excavation of the site, revealing the size of the lost 

city (at least 3.0 km²) and recovered numerous artifacts, some over 5,000 years old. Rakhigarhi 

was occupied at early Harappan period.. Evidence of paved roads, drainage system, large 

rainwater collection, storage system, terracotta brick, statue production, and skilled metal 

working (in both bronze and precious metals) has been uncovered. Jewellery ,production 

including bangles made from terracotta, conch shells, gold, and semi-precious stones, has also 

been found. 

 Partial excavations have revealed that the site is more than 300 hectares, making it the largest 

Indus Valley Civilization site in India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. In size, dimensions, strategic 

location and unique significance of the settlement, Rakhigarhi exceeds Harappa and 

Mohenjodaro at every level. 

Three layers of Early, Mature and Late phases of Indus Valley civilization have been found at 

Rakhi Garhi. The site’s antiquity, drainage system and signs of small-scale industry are in 

continuity with other Indus sites. Major portion of this site has not yet been excavated, as it is 

densely inhabited by the villagers. 

Excavations made so far reveal a well planned city with 1.92 meter  wide roads,. The pottery is 

similar to Kalibangan and Banawali. Pits surrounded by walls have been found, which are 

thought to be sacrificial pits orused for  religious ceremonies. Fire was used extensively in their 

religious ceremonies. There are brick lined drains to handle sewage from the houses. Among 

other artifacts found are, terracotta statues, weights, bronze artifacts, combs, copper fish hooks, 

needles and terracotta seals. 

 A bronze vessel has been found which is decorated with gold and silver. A gold foundry with 

about 3000 unpolished semi-precious stones , tools used for polishing these stones and a 

furnace were also found An impressive number of stamps seals were also found at this site.  

Ganweriwala 

Ganeriwala is in Punjab, Pakistan near the Indian border. It was first discovered in the 1970s. It 

spreads over 80 hectares and is almost as large as Mohenjo Daro. It is near a dry bed of the 

former Ghaggar or Sarasvati River, and has not been excavated .Equidistant between Harappa 

and Mohenjo Daro, Ganweriwala may have been a fifth major urban center. 

BALU 
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Balu is a small archeological site belonging to Indus Valley Civilization, located in Haryana 

.India This is a small fortified settlement which has yielded several plant and floral remains of 

antiquity Plant remains found here include various types of cereals including barley, wheat, rice, 

horse gram, green gram, various types of pea, sesame, melon, water melon, grapes, dates, 

garlic etc which is comparable to a nearby IVC site Kunal, Haryana which also had remains of 

rice (probably wild). 

Earliest garlic The plant remains found here include a garlic specimen, recognized as the 

earliest evidence of garlic.in the world 

Indus Geography 

The Indus Valley Civilization covered most of Pakistan and parts of north western India, 

Afghanistan and Iran, extending from Balochistan  in the west to Uttar Pradesh in the east, 

northeastern Afghanistan to the north and Gujarat to the south .bordering Maharashtra. .Coastal 

settlements extended from Sutkagan Dor in Western Baluchistan to Lothal in Gujarat. 

 An Indus Valley site has been found on the Oxus River at Shortughai in northern Afghanistan, 

in the Gomal River valley in northwestern Pakistan, at Manda, Jammu on the Beas River, India, 

and at Alamgirpur on the Hindon River close to Delhi. Indus Valley sites have been found most 

often on rivers, and also on the ancient seacoast, like Balakot, and on islands, like, Dholavira.  

There is evidence of dry river beds overlapping with the Hakra channel in Pakistan and the 

Ghaggar River in India. Many Harappan sites have been discovered along the Ghaggar-Hakra 

beds. Among them are: Ropar, Rakhigarhi, Sothi, Kalibangan, and Ganwariwala. 

 Names of some of the ancient cities  in other countries with which Indus valley urban centers  

had trade connections  are listed below.. 

.  

Beth Nahrain, the Aramaic name   of Mesopotamia has been attested since the adoption of Old 

Aramaic as the lingua franca of the Neo Assyrian Empire(10th century BCE) .The Greek name 

Mesopotamia was first coined in the 2nd century BCE by the historian Polybius during the 

Seleucid period.  

URUK 

Uruk ,was  one of Sumer's largest cities, also the largest city in the world,  with an estimated 

population of 50-80,000 at its height. Discoveries of obsidian from Anatolia and lapis lazuli from 

Badakhshan in northeastern Afghanistan, beads from Dilmun (modern Bahrain), and  recovery 

of several seals inscribed with the Indus Valley script suggest a remarkably wide-ranging 

network of ancient trade centered around the Persian Gulf..  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_Valley_Civilisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haryana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kunal,_Haryana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balochistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uttar_Pradesh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gujarat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutkagan_Dor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lothal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gujarat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gomal_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manda,Jammu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beas_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alamgirpur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindon_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dholavira
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hakra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rupar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rakhigarhi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalibangan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Aramaic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Aramaic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lingua_franca
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neo_Assyrian_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polybius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucid_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obsidian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatolia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lapis_lazuli
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Badakhshan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dilmun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahrain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_Valley_civilization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_script
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_Gulf


Magan (also Makkan) was an ancient region which was referred to in Sumerian cuneiform texts 

of around 2300 BC and continued to be a source of copper and diorite for Mesopotamia up to 

550 BC Oman was the land of Magan, which appears in Sumerian cuneiform texts ca. 2300 

B.C. as a source of copper and diorite for the flourishing city-states of Mesopotamia,  

These texts tell us that ships with a cargo capacity of 20 tons sailed up the Arabian Gulf, 

stopping at Dilmun to take on fresh water before continuing to Mesopotamia. They also say that 

Magan lay south of Sumer and Dilmun, was frequented by Indus Valley travelers, and had high 

mountains from which diorite or gabbro(hard black stone) for black statues was quarried. 

Research since the 1970s has located significant copper deposits and more than 150 medieval 

smelting sites.. A hoard of bun-shaped copper ingots found in a small fireplace indicates the 

form in which copper was traded. 

Dilmun, During 1950s, Danish archaeologists excavating grave mounds in Bahrain, northwest of 

Oman, found  a 4,200-year-old settlements and temples of the city-state of Dilmun, known as 

the city of the gods in ancient Sumerian literature. 

 Umm Qais is a town in northern Jordan near the site of the ancient town of Gadara. It is 

situated in the extreme north-west of the country, where the borders of Jordan, Israel and Syria 

meet A clay tag recovered from Umms with Indus inscription would indicate trade relations 

between Indus cities and Umms.  

Meluhha  

 Ancient Mesopotamian texts speak of trading with at least two seafaring civilizations - Magan 

and Meluhha - in the neighborhood of South Asia in the third millennium B.C. This trade was 

conducted with real financial sophistication, in amounts that could involve tons of copper. The 

Mesopotamians speak of Meluhha as a land of exotic commodities. A wide variety of objects 

produced in the Indus region have been found at sites in Mesopotamia 

 

Perhaps some of the Indus seals do contain names of these exotic cities of antiquity.  

Salient features of Indus Civilization  

 

The greater Indus region was home to the largest of the four ancient urban civilizations of Egypt, 

Mesopotamia, South Asia and China. Buried in oblivion for thousands of years it was discovered 

in 1920's. 

 

The ancient Indus Civilization script has not yet been deciphered. 

Many questions about the Indus people who created this highly complex culture, remain 

unanswered, 
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 A few visible aspects of their society are broadly answered through various archaeological 

findings. 

Indus culture appears to have gradually spread from west to east, with sites towards central and 

southern India flourishing after Harappa and Mohenjo Daro had declined. 

 

The drying up of the ancient Saraswati or Ghaggar-Hakra River, east of and parallel to the 

Indus, may also have affected the withering away of the civilization. 

Material culture and the skeletons from the Harappa cemetery and other sites testify to a normal 

peaceful intermingling of communities from both the west and the east. Harappa was settled 

before what we call the ancient Indus civilization flourished, and it remains a living town today. 

 

 

Another large river which ran parallel and east of the Indus in the third and fourth millenium 

BCE. was the ancient Saraswati-Ghaggar-Hakra River (which some scholars associate with the 

Saraswati River of the Rg Veda, Its lost banks are slowly being traced by researchers. Along its 

now dry bed, archaeologists are discovering a whole new set of ancient towns and cities.  

 

Indus script decipherment 

Present state of decipherment  

Multipronged approach for deciphering the Indus script, to unravel the mystery of this 

inarticulate but astounding civilization, has been supported by scholars from all branches of 

human knowledge like archeology, history, geology and, geography, linguistics,, meteorology, 

and anthropology. This includes extensive use of sophisticated analytical tools like DNA testing 

carbon dating, computerized simulation, satellite imaging and oceanography,   

 Indus script is still classified as one of the un deciphered scripts. and attempts so far made to 

assign Sound and Sense to these texts have not resulted in creation of an Alphabetical Table 

which provides a universal key applying to all the texts and finally settles or refutes claims for its 

successful and final deciphering.  

The subject of interpreting the texts of Indus civilization continues to attract global attention. 

There are dedicated, research organizations, world class universities and dedicated team of 

academicians, archeologists linguists and other experts of international repute, striving their 

very best to decipher these texts. 

There is also a parallel movement of inspired,, imaginative and enthusiastic individuals who 

claim that they have finally and conclusively deciphered the script and made the Indus language 

alive and there is nothing left to be done.  
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These claims. do attract media attention, get public approbation for their claimed final 

deciphering. and are frequently seen on web sites as subjective interpretations based on 

intuitive interpretation of the available texts not externally validated., 

Such parallel movement for pursuit of knowledge both spiritual and mundane has been a part of 

the human history, with Aristotle, Plato, and others having schools and academies and Socrates 

working as a lone individual. In India saints and religious preachers either belong to known 

sects and schools or like Buddha’ Mahavir, Guru Nanak, Kabir and other saints and preachers 

have their own esoteric systems not conforming to established systems.  

In our quest for a systematic approach, harmonizing the intellectual and, academic approach 

with the intuitive and imaginative efforts. to unravel the mystery of this extraordinary human 

civilization. ,it will be necessary to have a look at the outstanding work  tenaciously being 

pursued on both the fronts. 

 

 

There is no such thing as an accepted Indus Valley script dictionary. Such a dictionary is probably 

decades away. Nonetheless, below are summarized some of Parpola1 and Mahadevan's2 speculations on 

some of the most common ancient Indus signs. 

Sign/ 
Sequence 

Pictorial 
meaning 

Phonetic  
(Dravidian) 

Intended 
meaning 

Comments 

 

fish meen 
1. fish 
 
2. star 

The word meen designates both 
fish and star in most Dravidian 
languages. Suggests the heavenly 
bodies were conceived of as fish 
swimming in the ocean of heaven, 
representing gods. 

 

intermediate 
space + fish 

vel (i) + 
meen 

white star 
Vel-meen and Velli both mean 
Venus in Tamil. 

 

3 + fish 
mum (m) + 
meen 

three stars 
The new year asterism Pleiades 
has this name in Tamil; in myth 
the wives of the Seven Sages. 

 

6 + fish 
(*c) aru + 
meen 

six stars 
In The New Year asterism 
Pleiades has this name in Tamil. 
In myths the wives of the Seven 
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Sages and mothers or wet nurses 
of the god of war (the vernal sun). 

 

fish elu + meen seven stars 
In Tamil, the name of Ursa Major, 
the 'Seven Sages' in India. 

 

dot/drop + 
fish 

pottu + 
meen 

1. carp fish (= 
rohita 'red' in 
Sanskrit) 
2. star or red 
dot/blood drop 
(= rohini 'red' 
in Sanskrit) 

The red dot painted on the 
forehead at marriage = the 'third' 
eye of the Heavenly Bull < alpha 
Tauri = the ancient star of the new 
year (marriage of Sun + the 
heavenly bride rohini, 
'menstruating'), represented by the 
red fish (scales as tilaka mark). 

 

halving + 
fish 

pacu + 
meen 

green star 

in Tamil, paccai refers to greeness 
and the planet Mercury, which 
represents the green-hued child 
god Krishna. 

 

roof + fish 
mey/may + 
meen 

black star 
Saturn's name in Tamil. Saturn 
rides a turtle, a 'fish' with a 'roof'. 

 

fig tree + 
fish 

vata + 
meen 

North Star 

Vata-min is the star 'Alcor,' orig. 
probably Thuban. 'Banyan fig' is 
the tree of 'ropes' (vata): starts do 
not fall because they are fixed to 
the North Star (in Dravidian also 
'fig/rope star) by means of visible 
ropes. 

 

fig tree + 
intermediate 
space 

vata + vel(i) North Star 
In Tamil, velli means both (1) 'the 
planet Venus) and (2) 'star 
(=meen) 

 

4 + fig tree  nal + vata hanging rope 

Banyan as '(the tree) possessed of 
hanging ropes': nal/nal/al 'to hang 
down' seems to be th etymology 
for al (a-maram) ' banyan tree'. 
Indus tablets with '4 + fig' have a 
solitary fig leaf on the reverse. 

 

man al/an man, servant 

The sign occurs in prestly titles 
paralleling Mesopotamian titles 
'Man/Servant (ofthe god X)'; the 
most common Dravidian word for 
man also means servant. 



 

ring(s)/ 
bangle(s) 

muruku 

boy, youth, 
Muruku (the 
youthful god 
of love and 
war) 

The sign signifies 'royal ear-rings' 
in [Tibetan] Lamaism. The sign 
recurs, sometimes alone, on Indus 
stone bangles; Indus tree-gods 
wear bangles; in later folk religion, 
bangles are offered to sacred 
trees with prayers for off spring (cf. 
muruku ' boy'). 

 

(head of) 
cow 

a (+-tu) 
possessive 
suffix 

The interpretation of this important 
sign remains open; this is just a 
suggestion that needs testing. 

 

 

Sign/ 
Sequence 

Pictorial 
value 

Ideographic 
meaning 

Comments 

 

Jar Priest 

The most frequent and almost 
always terminal sign of the Indus 
script is read as a jar and 
connected to the legend of 'jar-
born' sages and the symbolism 
of the jar connected to priestly 
ritual in Indian tradition. 

 

Lance Warrior 
Also a terminal sign, pr suffix 
associated with names or titles 
on seals like the 'jar' sign above. 

 

Man 
Servant, attendant or lower 
functionary 

Simple pictogram, frequently 
shown with ' jar' (lower order of 
priestly functionary?) but never 
with ' lance' sign. 

 

Bearer Officer or functionary 

Also appears to be a suffixed 
element, interpreted as officer 
because of later Indian traditions 
referring to senior officers of the 
king referred to as 'yoke 
bearers.' 

 

Jar + 
Bearer 

Officer or functionary with priestly 
duties 

Clearly combination of two signs, 
could be related to later Indian 
traditions combining the two 
motifs.  



 

Lance + 
Bearer 

Officer or functionary with military 
duties 

Also combination, perhaps 
designating officer with military 
duties. 

 

Harrow Farmer, tiller, tenant 

Also characteristically a terminal 
sign, sometimes in conjunction 
with ' jar,' ' lance,' or ' bearer' 
signs, suggesting combination of 
categories or serving under 
them. 

 

Sources: 

 

 Asko Parpola, Deciphering the Indus Script, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1994, 

pp. 275-277 (adapted). 

 

Iravatham Mahadevan, Terminal Ideograms in the Indus Script, in Gergeory L. Possehl, 

Harappan Civilization: A Contemporary Perspective, Oxford & IBH Publishing Co., 1982. 

 

Imaginative interpretation of scripts 

 

Plethoric growth of free lance interpretation of Indus Scripts is actuated by a variety of sources 

based on all possible combinations of ideology, history, geography, myth source language, 

racial profile and religious background of Indus people and a lot more of vague undefined 

elements guiding the direction of these interpretations. 

 There is already more than one dictionary of Indus Script, and hundreds  of claimed 

decipherments published, advertised and spread out in social media. 

 

Kurt Schildmann 

One of the most noteworthy of such complete decipherments is by the German linguist Kurt 

Schildmann. His famous book “The Scripts of the Indus Civilization” begins with a note of 

confidence and certitude of the highest order as under- 

 

“In the past there were different attempts to decipher the script of the Indus Civilization. In the 

end all of these attempts were shown to be insufficient. 

 The main reason for the failure of many of the attempts, until now, was the fact that they were 

based on the wrong language, namely Dravida, or that they did not find the appropriate key to 

start the deciphering with. 

 Completely different is the Sanskrit deciphering of the German  Defense  Ministry linguist Kurt 

Schildmann submitted here, which is immediately and easily understandable for laymen. He 

found the key in the so-called pictorial bilinguals, the texts which contain the animal name of the 

accompanying animal pictures. The script is constructed according to a logical system of 

phonetic signs, vocal rows and pictograms like some other script systems of related civilizations 

of the same time. 



.Each sign of the script is also clearly defined, and reading is possible with every 

conventional Sanskrit dictionary. The correctness of the deciphering was also confirmed 

from the beginning through the fact that each of the more than 2000 texts makes 

unequivocal sense as well as has a clear, logical and intelligent statement. Therefore 

the submitted deciphering is not a theory as former attempts were, but proven as 

the real deciphering.” 

 These documents have been prepared with great deal of introspection,, reveal profound 

knowledge of Sanskrit and other oriental languages and a deep understanding of ancient 

religious and social systems. However these interpretations are not externally validated. These 

do not provide any alphabetical table (commonly used in nursery schools.) and explain the 

source of their identification of sounds with signs in use in the texts. being interpreted  

. These final  interpretations have therefore not resolved the. mystery of Indus Scripts. For want 

of this basic tool namely the correct identification of alphabets ,signs, sequences, texts in 

relation to independent proof  such, attempts have not been taken seriously by the experts. 

Indefinite waiting can be a  sustainable strategy to confound an adversary .It has no use in 

problem solving situations. An interventionist approach could be to locate proper nouns 

containing  – place names - hidden in the scripts themselves which will get automatically 

validated and use the same  to make out an alphabetical table which could be  the instrument  



for final decipherment..This is exactly what was done for deciphering og Mesopotamian 

cuneiform texts  as vividly described in Perci Handcocks’  Mesopotamian Archeology. 

End of the text 


